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Opening Remarks Director, Gallery A*
Hironobu Shirakawa

The moon, which illuminates the road at night and follows us wherever we go,
evokes feelings of familiarity with its sublime and subtly warm expression.
| was around the same age as the current Generation Alpha when, on July
21, 1969, humans sent by Apollo 11 first set foot on the moon. We
earthlings watched with excitement as the images of the century were
broadcast live throughout the night. More than 50 years have passed since
then, and plans are underway to land humans on the moon again.

Seizing this opportunity, we decided to organize this exhibition with former
astronaut Chiaki Mukai as overall supervisor, along with the cooperation of
other experts. Beginning with a lecture in March of this year, we have been
holding workshops on “life on the moon,” mainly for Generation Alpha,
focusing specifically on the areas of food, clothing, and shelter. The results
of these workshops are the main feature of this exhibition.

The gravity of the moon is 1/6th that of the earth, so our bodies are
very light. We also had a professional dancer consider what “space
gymnastics” would be like in such an environment.

A change in perspective changes what you see. When you stand on the
surface of the moon—a place that you previously saw as something “over
there”—you may experience not only a change of scenery but also a
major shift in your value perceptions. As you observe the creative worlds
of children, let your own imaginations run wild. The images you see here
may soon become reality.

Finally, | would like to thank everyone who participated and cooperat-
ed in the realization of our 122nd exhibition.

I would also like to express my gratitude to all those involved with the
Takenaka Scholarship Foundation, the organizer of this project.
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Specially Appointed Vice President
Tokyo University of Science

Chiaki Mukai

Wouldn’t you like to
live on the Moon?

~To Generation Alpha, who are our future~

Hello, everyone! My name is Chiaki Mukai, and | am an astronaut. | flew in space
on the U.S. Space Shuttle in 1994 and 1998. People often ask me, “Where did
you go in space?”l went to low Earth orbit, about 450 kilometers from Earth. It
is a part of space that is very close to Earth, but it was thrilling to be able to
shake off the Earth’s gravity and travel into space. | am also often asked, “Why
did you go to space?” | wanted to see my home planet from space. | thought
that seeing this majestic view would broaden my perspective and help me think
more deeply about things. The Earth suspended in dark space was magnificent,
and it was with a feeling of pride, in myself and in my hometown, that | looked
upon this planet that had nurtured me. Although | could not see individual
people, | could see evidence of people carving out lives in nature. It was as if |
could hear the breath of people, living together with the Earth.

More than 50 years have passed since humans first entered space. The International
Space Station is now in low Earth orbit, and astronauts are living and working there
on a permanent basis. And now, finally, people are trying to go far beyond low Earth
orbit, to the Moon and Mars. We are living in a very amazing time. You, the people of
Generation Alpha, have been born into an era in which you will not only go to the
Moon, but also live there. How wonderful! | envy you. The U.S.-led Artemis project is
underway, and its first spacecraft recently succeeded in collecting data on the lunar
orbit. American men and women are scheduled to land on the Moon in 2025.
Japanese astronauts will also be on the Moon in the near future.

Wouldn’t you like to live on the moon? It's not a dream anymore. The age
when people live on the moon will soon be upon us. Try to imagine life on
the Moon. The Moon’s gravity is 1/6th that of the Earth. What kind of

w®% Ella

house do you want to live in? Maybe you won’t need stairs to get to the
second floor. Maybe you'll have lettuce and bread from the moon’s farm
for breakfast, and in the morning, you'll have a videoconference with Earth
to discuss recipes for dishes you’ll eat while watching the full Earth. In the
afternoon, you can put on stylish clothes and go out. Before dinner, you
can exercise in the gym. Since you’ll only weigh 1/6th of what you weigh
on Earth, you'll be able do movements that aren’t possible on Earth, which
will be fun. Imagine what a wonderful life you can have on the Moon! I'm
sure you will enjoy it.

What is your dream? It doesn't matter what field you choose. Find things that
you love to do, and take on a variety of challenges. And keep learning about
different things. You need education to make your dreams come true. You are
the ones who will shape the future. May your dreams come true one day!

~To the adults who viewed the exhibition~

This exhibition was created under the guidance of experts to present the
dreams and aspirations of Generation Alpha children about living on the
Moon. Children’s works on the following themes are on display: “Let's
make a movie about life at Moon House,” “Let's make a (stylish)
Moon-met,” “Let's come up with a special menu for Blue Earth,” and “Let's
work out with space gymnastics”. Just as children’s dreams go on endless-
ly, these displays are not in finished form. | am sure they will continue to
expand and grow along with everyone’s ideas. | believe that by supporting
the dreams and aspirations of children, we adults can pass on the dreams
of humanity. The exhibition also aims to integrate the technical aspects of
space development with culture, art, and other arts and sciences. In the
same way that Earth culture was built up over a long history, the age of
living in space will no doubt lead to the formation of a space culture.l hope
that the adults who attend this exhibition will enjoy warping from the busy
real world of the Earth to the future world of the Moon.
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From Space Travel to Space Living
:A Shout-out to Generation Alpha

Professor Emeritus, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA)
Director, Hamagin Space Science Center

Yasunori Matogawa

For millions of years after humans began walking on two legs, people did not
even have language. Eventually, people began to use language and invented
written characters, which were used for the creation and telling of various
myths and legends, but even then, for a long time, space was a separate world:
earth was the realm of humans, and space was the realm of the gods. However,
since the human brain began to look at space through the eyes of science, we
have become more and more aware of the earth’s position in the universe.

In October 1957, humans finally sent a machine called an artificial satellite
(Sputnik), which they had built themselves, into this space that was supposedly
the realm where “only God lives”. Moreover, four years after that, we started
sending human bodies (the first being Yuri Gagarin) on trips into space on
spaceships. In 1969, human travel extended as far as the moon (Apollo). But no
matter how far we went, there was no God around. It may be that God exists
not in this realm called “space”, but in the hearts of human beings.

When you were born, you were unable to walk for a short time, but when you
got a little older, you probably walked to the next town. It may have been a
little scary, since the next town was full of “strangers”, but it had houses and
parks just like your own town, and it probably also had walking paths, so
getting there wasn’t a problem.

But when humans tried going out from their native town called “Earth” to the
neighboring town called “Moon”, they found that it was completely different
from their own town: there were no “strangers” and no “air” to breathe, so in
order to live there, some special scientific ingenuity would be required.
Nevertheless, humans are resiliently working to overcome these difficulties and
have started to take on the challenge of living in the next town over. This is the
era in which your generation will live.

We are moving from the age of “traveling to space” to the age of “living in
space”. However, in order to expand the scope of human activity from the next
town to faraway worlds, we must create an age in which all of humanity in this
homeland of ours can work together to realize our dream. Our hometown is
full of serious conflicts, and is itself becoming a very difficult place to live. In
order to freely and openly expand the world in which we live, we must not
forgo efforts to make our homeland a peaceful planet in which everyone can
achieve their full potential. It is my sincere hope that your generation, having
inherited this world from the generation that raised the age of “traveling to
space” to the age of “living in space,” will win the greatest “team battle” to
make that new age a reality. The “1/6th Gravity Wonderland” exhibition is a
wonderful project that will bring you to the doorstep of this new age. May this
fine project be an important starting point in your lives for building a peaceful
and creative 21st century. Go for it, Generation Alpha!
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To the adults who dreamt of going to the Moon and
the Alpha generation who will soon be living on the Moon.

Vice Director / Chief Curator, Gallery A*
Michiyo Okabe

This exhibition was created from our wish to provide a forum to think
together with the next generation - Generation Alpha - about how to create
a better future, using “Space” as our theme (subject matter). Currently,
NASA’s Artemis and other programs to land people on the Moon are being
pursued internationally, with Japan also rising to the challenge, and JAXA,
Japan’s own Space Agency, is joining this momentum, by recruiting
astronauts for prospective missions to the Moon. By the time Generation
Alpha comes of age, the Moon may have already become a livable area for
human beings, serving as a gateway to the universe. This project is an
attempt to share the ideas of our Generation Alpha, who will be living in an
era when life on the Moon is a reality.

For humanity, space is still an uncharted wonderland. Even the environment
on the Moon, our closest neighbor of Earth, is still largely unknown. The
society in which Generation Alpha now find themselves, on the other hand,
is one where the answers have all been provided by adults. In their pursuit
of the single correct answer in their schools and cram school studies, they
forget to realize what they really like and then what they really want to do
in the future. In this exhibition, there is no single answer. You will find a
variety of answers, mixed in among your own ideas and everyone else’s.
These ideas are expressed through dialogue. When you hit it off with
someone, when you share ideas, you will likely think a “That’s a good idea”,
and in that moment answers can be found. Let your ideas go free as if they
were part of the infinite universe. These multiple ideas, will provide you with
an experience that goes beyond your own limited imagination. Answers
don’t always have to be the same. As the environment changes, the way you
look at things changes, and it is okay for your understanding of the “norms”
to change too. This is the kind of message that we wanted to present to
Generation Alpha as they imagine life on the Moon.

Chiaki Mukai, who is supervising this exhibition, says that by 2040, the time will
have come when ordinary people will be able to travel to the moon. While
working on this theme, what struck me, the curator, in particular was the
strength of that generation’s feelings towards the Earth. Imagining themselves
in the future living on the moon, they feel nostalgic for the beautiful blue earth,
and strongly cherish scenes of their families and their hometowns rich in
nature. Simply, they are very concerned about the future of Earth.

In order to create a better future for Generation Alpha, | believe that we, as
adults, must not only address the issues of our current situation, but we
also must think about how we want to leave the earth in order for it to be
better for the next generation.

It is my hope that this small gift of ours will help lead to a “better” future.
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