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Mt. Futatabi in 1903
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Mt. Rokko has a history of repeated
wars, disasters and developments.
And people have entered the mountain
to collect daily materials: during the
Civil War Era (15c-16c), trees were
cut down as materials for castle build-
ing; and in Edo Era, people collected
feedstuff and firewood there. Forest
fires caused by human entry have made
a large forest area lost.

The city of Kobe started to pave its way
for a modern city when the interna-
tional port was opened with the foreign
settlement. Rapid increase in popula-
tion deteriorated the quality of well
water used daily then. There was a need
to improve sanitation. Afforestation
for erosion control was introduced to
prevent landslide disaster and to
conserve water in the water reservoir.

Since 1896, the necessary laws for land
preservation have been established,
allowing pilot afforestation at Shuhoga-
hara in Mt. Futatabi in 1902, which was
followed by full-fledged afforestation
in 1903. It was considered the beginning
of the large scale planned afforestation
to recover green Mt. Rokko.
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Mt. Futatabi in recent years
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Graphical presentation

how Mt. Rokko forest has changed

(based on the monitoring survey of Mt. Futatabi)
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Hierarchical structure of the forest has become
simpler during 35 years (1974-2009)
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About 120 years have past since the first affor-
estation was done in Mt. Rokko. Trees have grown
big and tall. However we now have a problem
of zones composed of the same species and
the age since they were planted almost at the
same time. It is necessary to take care of the
forest including thinning so that we can keep
the forest healthy and regenerate.
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Photos of “The 9th,
Sit/Compare 2019 Ikkyakuten™ in 2019

Forest in Mt. Rokko has faced the problems of
thinned trees left there. It is because there are
no good uses developed to counterbalance the
transportation cost. A system should be created
to maintain the forest in Mt. Rokko through effec-
tive utilization of the resources there. For this
purpose, collaboration among the citizens, the
industry and the government is indispensable.
“The 9th, Sit/Compare 2019 Ikkyakuten” was
held at Takenaka Carpentry Tools Museum in
2019. Some of the chairs and items displayed
were made utilizing Mt. Rokko timber destined to
be disposed. Woodworkers made the timber into
familiar items of our life and their works were
exhibited as an example of recycling forestry.
The production using local timber is now handed
over from “lIkkyakuten” to “Ki no ikkyakuten.”
Woodworkers have been working to find ways
to utilize forlorn local trees. “Ki no ikkyakuten”
is the first exhibition where all the exhibitors
use local timber.





