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Santome area  Santome Shinden

BERRTOHRT
FHIMDBLESHEDERELTO
BETRELTVLET.

R =EEREREGER

Collecting fallen leaves
Fallen leaves in the flatland forest are important
compost materials.
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Santome Shinden

Santome Shinden is a green upland farming area in the
western part of Saitama Prefecture extending into Kawagoe,
Tokorozawa, Sayama, Fujimino Cities and Miyoshi Town.
It is located almost in the center of Musashino plateau.
The land was not well watered and sterile before Edo era
with a strong seasonal wind. It was difficult for the people
to live there.

When the Shogunate government built the capital in Edo
(now Tokyo), it became necessary to produce foodstuffs
to support the lives of increasing population. Yoshiyasu
Yanagisawa, the feudal lord of Kawagoe, started to cultivate
the land for farming more than 320 years ago.
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Resource recycling agriculture through
composting fallen leaves

The strip of land is the special feature of Santome Shinden.
It was introduced to overcome challenging natural envi-
ronment. There recycling agriculture has been practiced
since Edo Era: with fallen leaves collected, fermented and
used as compost. The compost was ploughed into the soil.
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Creation of the recycling society with
the help of flatland forest

Agriculture utilizing fallen-leaf compost in Santome area is
an important project to make the environment sustainable
and to recycle energy. Miyoshi Town is promoting SDGs
program to spread the autonomous cycle in agriculture
(environment) to economy and society in general.
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Vitalizing local economy
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